
Find a seat, enjoy breakfast and meet your colleagues.

We will begin at 9:00.

WIFI Information

• Network: Guest_Portal

• No password. Just agree to the terms and conditions. 

Welcome

Please make sure to check-in and complete 
your prediction sheet



ACT Data: Accelerating your School 
and Student Success 2.0



Mia Edwards
ACT Account Executive

Louisiana

Mia.Edwards@act.org
225.571.5590

Skip the Advertisement

mailto:Mia.Edwards@act.org


Agenda

• Work within the ACT Online Reporting portal to identify key data 
points in ACT, PreACT, and PreACT 8/9

• Complete data catchers for ACT, PreACT, and PreACT 8/9

• Identify data to assist in discussion/decisions around areas of 
strengths and opportunities in college and career readiness

• Track longitudinal cohort data

*You may want to consider creating a folder on your desktop to save 
any reports that you use today.



Active Engagement 
Norms

• Prepare for productive struggle

• Ask questions

• Be present and engage fully



Is the ACT still relevant and important?



Absolutely, and here’s why

• ADMISSIONS for athletes into the college/university of which they are recruited 
to play.  

• ACCEPTANCE into some MAJORS and/or PROGRAMS within a college/university 
(e.g. nursing, engineering, honors programs)

• MERIT SCHOLARHIPS because a college/university can still require a minimum 
ACT score and minimum GPA.

• LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS which might still ask for ACT scores as a way to compare 
applicants.

• DUAL ENROLLMENT courses because high schools often use ACT scores for entry 
into college-level courses

• OPENS the door to OPPORTUNITIES



TOPS Opportunity

https://mylosfa.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/Current-Year-TOPS-Funding.pdf

Award Initial Eligibility Requirements Award Per Semester

TOPS Opportunity ACT Score of 20 $3,731.49/yr (LSU)

GPA 2.50 (TOPS University) $2,826.10/yr (SELU)
$2,118.11/yr (SU)

TOPS Performance ACT Score of 23 $4,131.49/yr (LSU)

+$400 GPA 3.25 (TOPS University)

TOPS Honors ACT Score of 27 $4,531.49/yr (LSU)

+$800 GPA 3.5 (TOPS University)

TOPS Tech ACT Score of 17 $3,214.15/yr (RPCC)

GPA 2.5 (TOPS Tech)
WorkKeys - Silver

$3,086.08/yr (BRCC) 
$3,214.15/yr (Northshore Tech)

https://mylosfa.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/Current-Year-TOPS-Funding.pdf


How many opportunities and how much $$$ did our students 
miss out on due to an ACT score? (2022)

Increasing the ACT composite scores of students would increase scholarship opportunities and reduce the 
need for remediation in college! 

How much money was left on the table?

https://mylosfa.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/TOPS-Eligibles-by-School-and-Parish-2022.pdf

https://mylosfa.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/TOPS-Eligibles-by-School-and-Parish-2022.pdf


ACT and Admissions
In any case, if a student feels their 
test score is representative of their 
performance or will be a benefit to 
their application, it is recommended 
they submit the score.





Public School Accountability Formula

Louisiana SPS Calculator

ACT Quadrant is worth 25% of a school’s SPS.  
• More than LEAP – 12.5%
• More than Progress – 12.5%
• More than Graduation Rate – 20%
• Equal to Strength of Diploma – 25%
• More than I & O – 5%

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2022-2023-sps-calculator.xlsx?sfvrsn=2a436018_2


Louisiana SPS Calculator

*Include full academic year (FAY) students only in the above ACT Index 
calculation.  This includes 12th graders who graduated in December 2022 
and students who graduate from grade 11.

*Grade 12 repeating students included in previous years' SPS are excluded 
from ACT in 2022-23. 

*Students taking LEAP Connect assessments are not required to take the 
ACT but are included in assessment and graduation portions.

*Student performance on the WorkKeys shall be included within the ACT 
index if a student takes both assessments but the WorkKeys score yields 
more points than on the ACT.  Student should only be included once, 
either with ACT or WorkKeys but not both.

SPS Calculator

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/2022-2023-sps-calculator.xlsx?sfvrsn=2a436018_2


Louisiana’s 2023 Graduating Class Readiness

18 22 22 23Benchmark
2023       52,228 17.8 17.4   18.7           18.4            18.2

Percent met           47%                19%             32%             22%
the benchmark

MET ALL FOUR: 11%
MET 3 OR 4: 22%



Subgroup information and Core vs. Non-Core



Score Distribution

18 22 22 23





Curriculum Review Worksheets



ACT® College and Career 
Readiness Benchmarks™

More Than a Score: 
Scores associated with 

post-secondary 
success in credit-
bearing courses

SUBJECT THE ACT TEST

English 18
Math 22

Reading 22
Science 23

ELA 20
STEM 26

Scores for Success in Post-Secondary



ACT Blueprint

Test Section # of Questions & 

Time Limit

How Much Time 

Per Question

Content/Skills Covered Question Types

English 75  questions in 45 min 36 seconds grammar & usage, punctuation, sentence 

structure, strategy, organization, and style 

four-choice, multiple-choice 

usage/mechanics and 

rhetorical skills questions

Math 60 questions in 60 min 60 seconds pre-algebra, elementary algebra, 

intermediate algebra, coordinate geometry, 

plane geometry, and trigonometry

five-choice, multiple-choice 

questions

Reading 40 questions in 35 min 52.5 seconds reading comprehension of what is directly 

stated or implied

four-choice, multiple-choice 

referring and reasoning 

questions

Science 40 questions in 35 min 52.5 seconds interpretation, analysis, evaluation, 

reasoning, and problem solving

four-choice, multiple-choice 

data representation, 

research summaries, and 

conflicting viewpoints 

questions

Writing 

(optional)

1 essay in 40 min N/A writing skills essay prompt



Data Catcher –
fill-in the data as we find it

Digital copy



English



MATH



READING



SCIENCE



Interpretation of Data Scientific Investigation Evaluation of Models, Inferences & Experimental Results

All 3 students scored an 18.

How do we know where to intervene to help students improve their score? 

Reporting Category Analysis



It would be a mistake for leaders to give up on data. When 
conducted properly, using data to inform teaching practice is 
one of the most effective ways to help students achieve success. 
Data-driven instruction involves changing a school’s focus 
from “what was taught” to “what was learned.”

Data Privacy – you are working with student specific data so please be cautious of the visibility of your screen





ACT Online Reporting

1. Minimal to no experience in Online 
Reporting  Success Portal

2. Moderate experience in OLR (accessed 
it multiple times and have shared reports 
with others, etc.)

3. Significant experience in OLR (access 
site often, use reports, assist others with 
access, and download data, etc.)

https://success.act.org/s/


ACT Online Reporting: User Guide

OnLine Reporting User Guide

Online Reporting Resources

https://success.act.org/s/article/Online-Reporting-User-Guide
https://success.act.org/s/topic/0TO1B000000P3xMWAS/online-reporting


https://success.act.org/s/

https://success.act.org/s/






Longitudinal Data

17.3-15.2 = 1.8 point growth from PreACT 
to ACT Composite score

Digital Copy



How are our subgroups performing?
Digital Copy



How does my junior class this year compare to my junior class from 
last year?

EXAMPLE REPORT





Longitudinal Data

Composite: 17.3-15.2 = 1.8 point growth from 
PreACT 8/9 to ACT Composite score
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• On Target: Predicted to meet 

or exceed the benchmark

• On the Cusp: Less than a 50% 

chance, but greater than a 25% 

chance of meeting the 

benchmark

• In Need of Intervention: Less 

than a 25% chance of meeting 

the benchmark

Sample Report





Longitudinal Data

Composite: 17.3-15.2 = 1.8 point growth from 
PreACT 8/9 to ACT Composite score



How did my 10th graders do on PreACT this year compared to their PreACT 8/9 taken last year?

Sample 
report



PreACT Data Reflection

• What % of your students are ON TARGET for each content area?

• What % of your students are ON THE CUSP?

• What % of students are IN NEED OF INTERVENTION?

• What’s your most urgent intervention area



Frequency Range



Rank sort the score range 
by the % of students in 
each range – from greatest 
to least.

This provides focus on 
where your students are 
scoring.  

What skills are students 
showing proficiency?
Are we teaching the 
scoring range skills that we 
want students to score in?
What skills do I need to 
incorporate to move 
students to the next 
scoring range?

Have your content area teachers 
discuss the data in the chart and 
the implications on their future 
instructional plan.

Reading as whole faculty focus.



Readiness Range Reflection

• For your content area, what is the Reporting Category with the lowest 
% of students?

• Has this been the lowest Reporting Category over the last two years?

• What do you think is the reason for a Reporting Category to have a 
lower % of students in the Readiness Range than another category 
within the same content area?

• How can this information influence instructional work on your 
campus?



Reflection Sheet



STOP! Collaborate and Listen

Please go to the area that corresponds to your birthday month. We will 
spend some time in collaboration groups allowing you to network with 
your colleagues.

Conversation starters:
• What do you notice about your data?  What’s something that stands out positive or negative?

• What upcoming plans do you have for ACT because of today’s data analysis?

• What actions are currently happening on your campus to assist you in achieving your ACT goal?

• What support to you need to move forward?

• What are your next steps as you prepare for your future?

• What’s something happening on your campus now that you are proud of?



How Hard Is It To 

Increase My Score?
The number of questions to answer 

correctly to meet the subject-area 

benchmarks is highlighted in green. 

This scale can vary slightly from test to 

test but notice that, in most cases, you 

only need to get 2-3 more questions 

correct in order to hit the next score level 

for each subject. 35-36

27-28

19-20

16



5 Tips for Increasing Test Scores

1. Implement dedicated one-semester class (mandatory unless already at 20+
select a strong teacher for this class

2. Persist across multiply years.
build expertise and capacity over a long period of time

3. Use PreACT testing and analysis for 8th through 10th graders
detailed reports from PreACT give teachers clear skill metrics and data-driven 
recommendations

4. Employ professional development to build buy-in with teachers
It takes several years to change the culture of faculty, staff, and then see it trickle down to 
students

5. Support students every way you can.
Buy vouchers, extra test administrations, and help students sign-up for tests





Test Information Release (TIR) Reports

Be sure to have any students who register (or have already registered for) the April National ACT with an ACT 
fee waiver sign into their MyACT account and add the Test Information Release (TIR) reports.

Students will then get a question-and-answer key (along with their answers) for the April ACT National 
Administration called the Test Information Release (TIR) as part of their score reporting package. It is FREE to 
add for students that have registered for the April National ACT with a fee waiver.

Not exactly sure what the TIR is? Come learn about the ACT Test Information Release (TIR) in an upcoming 
LIVE ACT hosted Bite Sized Learning session. You can register for any of several upcoming live sessions here: 
What is ACT's April Test Information Release (TIR)?

Order your TIR for the April test and we'll give you $9 off with promo code TIR9. Plus, use your TIR to enhance your experience at a FREE post-test event 

hosted by Kaplan – exclusively offered with an April test registration.

By purchasing Test Information Release (TIR), you will receive a digital copy of the multiple-choice test questions, your answers, a copy of your 

answer document, the answer key, and the conversion table used in determining your ACT scores. If you took the optional writing test, you will 
receive a copy of the writing prompt, the writing test scoring rubric, and your essay scores.

https://my.act.org/account/signin?location=https://my.act.org
https://click.e.act.org/?qs=8aea9195131e3b8763248dffb18d58d23c4d6bd7edbad6a2d38227ff653077c9e0ef718ed20fe851fa4ea9fe3a56e1c48371f24024c43f7e
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendly.com%2Factnapierala%2Fwhat-is-act-s-april-test-information-release-tir%3Fmonth%3D2024-02&data=05%7C02%7CGreg.Napierala%40act.org%7C9cc9c246295940ca9ca508dc33a5fb81%7C65cb03469d8841d98ca6f72047670d0f%7C0%7C0%7C638442035195855022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eYRfuJgX8bn1l6ggPMyA%2BDg3gFvi5xkCWDogAjG8N5E%3D&reserved=0


Useful links

Content Standards and Ideas for Progress

Ideas for Progress

Should You Test a Second  Time?

Reporting Category Interpretive Guide

Online Reporting Resources

OnLine Reporting User Guide

ACT User Handbook for Educators

Knowledge Hub

Technical Documentation for ACT Assessments

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/act2044/viz/ContentStandardsandIdeasforProgress/ContentStandardsDashboard?publish=yes
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/college-and-career-readiness/benchmarks/ideas-for-progress.html
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/act2044/viz/ShouldYouTestaSecondTime/Dashboard1?publish=yes
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/wp-2016-05-act-reporting-category-interpretation-guide.pdf
https://success.act.org/s/topic/0TO1B000000P3xMWAS/online-reporting
https://success.act.org/s/article/Online-Reporting-User-Guide
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-UserHandbook.pdf
https://success.act.org/s/article/Knowledge-Hub-Overview
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/research/reports/technical-manuals-and-fairness-reports.html


We want your FEEDBACK

Please take a moment to complete 
the short survey so that we can 
continue to meet the needs of our 
participants.







The Research Behind Career Readiness: 

Strengthening Durable Skills to 
Promote Student Success

Tuesday, March 19th

9AM – 12PM
Baton Rouge, The Claiborne Building

Questions? Please contact Doug Powers: douglas.powers@act.org
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